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The Prophet Micaiah Warns Ahab

22 There was peace between Israel and Syria for the 
next two years, 2 but in the third year King 
Jehoshaphat of Judah went to see King Ahab of Israel.

3 Ahab asked his officials, “Why is it that we have not 
done anything to get back Ramoth in Gilead from the 
king of Syria? It belongs to us!” 4 And Ahab asked 
Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with me to attack Ramoth?”

“I am ready when you are,” Jehoshaphat answered, 
“and so are my soldiers and my cavalry. 5 But first let's 
consult the Lord.”

6 So Ahab called in the prophets, about four hundred of 
them, and asked them, “Should I go and attack 
Ramoth, or not?”



“Attack it,” they answered. “The Lord will give you 
victory.”

7 But Jehoshaphat asked, “Isn't there another prophet 
through whom we can consult the Lord?”

8 Ahab answered, “There is one more, Micaiah son of 
Imlah. But I hate him because he never prophesies 
anything good for me; it's always something bad.”

“You shouldn't say that!” Jehoshaphat replied.

9 Then Ahab called in a court official and told him to go 
and get Micaiah at once.

10 The two kings, dressed in their royal robes, were 
sitting on their thrones at the threshing place just 
outside the gate of Samaria, and all the prophets were 
prophesying in front of them. 11 One of them, Zedekiah 
son of Chenaanah, made iron horns and said to Ahab, 
“This is what the Lord says: ‘With these you will fight 
the Syrians and totally defeat them.’” 12 All the other 
prophets said the same thing. “March against Ramoth 



and you will win,” they said. “The Lord will give you 
victory.”

13 Meanwhile, the official who had gone to get Micaiah 
said to him, “All the other prophets have prophesied 
success for the king, and you had better do the same.”

14 But Micaiah answered, “By the living Lord I promise 
that I will say what he tells me to!”

15 When he appeared before King Ahab, the king 
asked him, “Micaiah, should King Jehoshaphat and I 
go and attack Ramoth, or not?”

“Attack!” Micaiah answered. “Of course you'll win. 
The Lord will give you victory.”

16 But Ahab replied, “When you speak to me in the 
name of the Lord, tell the truth! How many times do I 
have to tell you that?”

17 Micaiah answered, “I can see the army of Israel 
scattered over the hills like sheep without a shepherd. 



And the Lord said, ‘These men have no leader; let 
them go home in peace.’”

18 Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn't I tell you that he 
never prophesies anything good for me? It's always 
something bad!”

19 Micaiah went on: “Now listen to what the Lord says! 
I saw the Lord sitting on his throne in heaven, with all 
his angels standing beside him. 20 The Lord asked, 
‘Who will deceive Ahab so that he will go and be killed 
at Ramoth?’ Some of the angels said one thing, and 
others said something else, 21 until a spirit stepped 
forward, approached the Lord, and said, ‘I will deceive 
him.’ 22 ‘How?’ the Lord asked. The spirit replied, ‘I will 
go and make all of Ahab's prophets tell lies.’ 
The Lord said, ‘Go and deceive him. You will 
succeed.’”

23 And Micaiah concluded: “This is what has 
happened. The Lord has made these prophets of 
yours lie to you. But he himself has decreed that you 
will meet with disaster!”



24 Then the prophet Zedekiah went up to Micaiah, 
slapped his face, and asked, “Since when did 
the Lord's spirit leave me and speak to you?”

25 “You will find out when you go into some back room 
to hide,” Micaiah replied.

26 Then King Ahab ordered one of his officers, “Arrest 
Micaiah and take him to Amon, the governor of the city, 
and to Prince Joash. 27 Tell them to throw him in prison 
and to put him on bread and water until I return safely.”

28 “If you return safely,” Micaiah exclaimed, “then 
the Lord has not spoken through me!” And he added, 
“Listen, everyone, to what I have said!”

The Death of Ahab

29 Then King Ahab of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of 
Judah went to attack the city of Ramoth in 
Gilead. 30 Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “As we go into 
battle, I will disguise myself, but you wear your royal 
garments.” So the king of Israel went into battle in 
disguise.



31 The king of Syria had ordered his thirty-two chariot 
commanders to attack no one else except the king of 
Israel. 32 So when they saw King Jehoshaphat, they all 
thought that he was the king of Israel, and they turned 
to attack him. But when he cried out, 33 they realized 
that he was not the king of Israel, and they stopped 
their attack. 34 By chance, however, a Syrian soldier 
shot an arrow which struck King Ahab between the 
joints of his armor. “I'm wounded!” he cried out to his 
chariot driver. “Turn around and pull out of the battle!”

35 While the battle raged on, King Ahab remained 
propped up in his chariot, facing the Syrians. The 
blood from his wound ran down and covered the 
bottom of the chariot, and at evening he died. 36 Near 
sunset the order went out through the Israelite ranks: 
“Each of you go back to your own country and city!”

37 So died King Ahab. His body was taken to Samaria 
and buried. 38 His chariot was cleaned up at the pool of 
Samaria, where dogs licked up his blood and 
prostitutes washed themselves, as the Lord had said 
would happen.



39 Everything else that King Ahab did, including an 
account of his palace decorated with ivory and of all 
the cities he built, is recorded in The History of the 
Kings of Israel. 40 At his death his son Ahaziah 
succeeded him as king.

King Jehoshaphat of Judah

41 In the fourth year of the reign of King Ahab of Israel, 
Jehoshaphat son of Asa became king of Judah 42 at 
the age of thirty-five, and he ruled in Jerusalem for 
twenty-five years. His mother was Azubah, the 
daughter of Shilhi. 43 Like his father Asa before him, he 
did what was right in the sight of the Lord; but the 
places of worship were not destroyed, and the people 
continued to offer sacrifices and burn incense 
there. 44 Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of 
Israel.

45 Everything else that Jehoshaphat did, all his bravery 
and his battles, are recorded in The History of the 
Kings of Judah. 46 He got rid of all the male and female 
prostitutes serving at the pagan altars who were still 
left from the days of his father Asa.



47 The land of Edom had no king; it was ruled by a 
deputy appointed by the king of Judah.

48 King Jehoshaphat had ocean-going ships built to 
sail to the land of Ophir for gold; but they were 
wrecked at Eziongeber and never sailed. 49 Then King 
Ahaziah of Israel offered to let his men sail with 
Jehoshaphat's men, but Jehoshaphat refused the offer.

50 Jehoshaphat died and was buried in the royal tombs 
in David's City, and his son Jehoram succeeded him 
as king.

King Ahaziah of Israel

51 In the seventeenth year of the reign of King 
Jehoshaphat of Judah, Ahaziah son of Ahab became 
king of Israel, and he ruled in Samaria for two 
years. 52 He sinned against the Lord, following the 
wicked example of his father Ahab, his mother 
Jezebel, and King Jeroboam, who had led Israel into 
sin. 53 He worshiped and served Baal, and like his 
father before him, he aroused the anger of the Lord, 
the God of Israel.
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Acts 13:16-41

Good News Translation

16 Paul stood up, motioned with his hand, and began to 
speak:

“Fellow Israelites and all Gentiles here who worship 
God: hear me! 17 The God of the people of Israel 
chose our ancestors and made the people a great 
nation during the time they lived as foreigners in Egypt. 
God brought them out of Egypt by his great 
power, 18 and for forty years he endured[a] them in the 
desert. 19 He destroyed seven nations in the land of 
Canaan and made his people the owners of the 
land. 20 All of this took about 450 years.

“After this[b] he gave them judges until the time of the 
prophet Samuel. 21 And when they asked for a king, 
God gave them Saul son of Kish from the tribe of 
Benjamin, to be their king for forty years. 22 After 
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removing him, God made David their king. This is what 
God said about him: ‘I have found that David son of 
Jesse is the kind of man I like, a man who will do all I 
want him to do.’ 23 It was Jesus, a descendant of 
David, whom God made the Savior of the people of 
Israel, as he had promised. 24 Before Jesus began his 
work, John preached to all the people of Israel that 
they should turn from their sins and be 
baptized. 25 And as John was about to finish his 
mission, he said to the people, ‘Who do you think I 
am? I am not the one you are waiting for. But listen! He 
is coming after me, and I am not good enough to take 
his sandals off his feet.’

26 “My fellow Israelites, descendants of Abraham, and 
all Gentiles here who worship God: it is to us that this 
message of salvation has been sent! 27 For the people 
who live in Jerusalem and their leaders did not know 
that he is the Savior, nor did they understand the 
words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. Yet 
they made the prophets' words come true by 
condemning Jesus. 28 And even though they could find 
no reason to pass the death sentence on him, they 



asked Pilate to have him put to death. 29 And after they 
had done everything that the Scriptures say about him, 
they took him down from the cross and placed him in a 
tomb. 30 But God raised him from death, 31 and for 
many days he appeared to those who had traveled 
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now 
witnesses for him to the people of Israel. 32-33 And we 
are here to bring the Good News to you: what God 
promised our ancestors he would do, he has now done 
for us, who are their descendants, by raising Jesus to 
life. As it is written in the second Psalm,

‘You are my Son; 
    today I have become your Father.’
34 

And this is what God said about raising him from 
death, never to rot away in the grave: 
‘I will give you the sacred and sure blessings 
    that I promised to David.’
35 

As indeed he says in another passage, 
‘You will not allow your faithful servant to rot in the 
grave.’



36 For David served God's purposes in his own time, 
and then he died, was buried with his ancestors, and 
his body rotted in the grave. 37 But this did not happen 
to the one whom God raised from death. 38-39 All of 
you, my fellow Israelites, are to know for sure that it is 
through Jesus that the message about forgiveness of 
sins is preached to you; you are to know that everyone 
who believes in him is set free from all the sins from 
which the Law of Moses could not set you free. 40 Take 
care, then, so that what the prophets said may not 
happen to you:[c]

41 

‘Look, you scoffers! Be astonished and die! 
For what I am doing today 
    is something that you will not believe, 
    even when someone explains it to you!’”

Psalm 138

Good News Translation
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A Prayer of Thanksgiving[a]

138 
I thank you, Lord, with all my heart; 
    I sing praise to you before the gods.
2 

I face your holy Temple, 
    bow down, and praise your name  
because of your constant love and faithfulness, 
    because you have shown that your name and your 
commands are supreme.[b]

3 

You answered me when I called to you; 
    with your strength you strengthened me.
4 

All the kings in the world will praise you, Lord, 
    because they have heard your promises.
5 

They will sing about what you have done  
    and about your great glory.
6 
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Even though you are so high above, 
    you care for the lowly, 
    and the proud cannot hide from you.
7 

When I am surrounded by troubles, 
    you keep me safe. 
You oppose my angry enemies 
    and save me by your power.
8 

You will do everything you have promised; 
    Lord, your love is eternal. 
    Complete the work that you have begun.
Read full chapter
Footnotes

a. Psalm 138:1 HEBREW TITLE: By David.
b. Psalm 138:2 Probable text your name and your commands 

are supreme; Hebrew your command is greater than all your 
name.

Proverbs 17:17-18

Good News Translation
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17 Friends always show their love. What are relatives 
for if not to share trouble?

18 Only someone with no sense would promise to be 
responsible for someone else's debts.

Tobit 6:1-15

10 Raphael said,

Tobias, my friend.
Yes, what is it? Tobias asked.
Raphael continued, 
    Tonight we will stay at the home of your relative 
Raguel. He has only one child, a daughter named 
Sarah, 11 and since you are her closest relative, you 
have the right to marry her. You also have the right to 
inherit all her father's property. 12 She is sensible, 
brave, and very beautiful; and her father is a good 
man. Tonight I'll discuss the marriage proposal with her 
father, and he will consent to give her to you as your 
bride. Then, when we return home from the town of 
Rages, we will celebrate the marriage. Raguel cannot 



refuse to let you marry her, and he cannot let any other 
man have her. If he did, then according to the Law of 
Moses he would deserve the death penalty. He knows 
that you are the only man who has the right to marry 
his daughter and receive the inheritance, so follow my 
advice. Raguel and I will discuss the matter tonight 
and arrange your engagement to Sarah. When we get 
back from the city of Rages, we will take her home with 
us.
13 

Tobias then said to Raphael, 
    Azarias, my friend, I have already heard about 
Sarah's seven former husbands, and how each one 
dropped dead on his wedding night, even before he 
could get to bed. 14 According to the story I heard, a 
demon killed them. He doesn't harm Sarah, but he kills 
every man who tries to get near her. I am afraid of this 
demon. I am an only child, and if I were to die, the 
sorrow would send my parents to their graves. They 
don't even have another son to bury them.
15 



The angel replied, 
    Have you already forgotten your father's 
instructions? He told you to marry a woman from your 
own tribe. So, listen carefully to what I say. Don't worry 
about the demon. Marry Sarah! I know that tonight 
Raguel will let Sarah marry you.


